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RESEARCH STUDENTSHIP 


	Research School where studentship will be held
	School of Medicine, Keele University 
 

	Studentship reference
	FMHS_MHPC26

	Web link to any further information (e.g. Research Institute/School/Faculty)
	https://www.keele.ac.uk/medicine/
https://www.spcr.nihr.ac.uk/

	Research topic or field - title
	Musculoskeletal Health in Primary Care  










	Research topic or field full description
  (or attached document). 
	This Studentship is co-funded by the National Institute for Health and Care Research School for Primary Care Research and the Haywood Foundation. Candidates are invited to propose their own project focused on the impact, onset, prognosis, or management of musculoskeletal conditions in primary care. The Studentship will support research spanning social science, epidemiology, biostatistics, health services research, and data science.

Based in the School of Medicine at Keele University, the successful candidate will join an internationally recognised research group and work with experienced methodologists and healthcare practitioners. They will develop transferable skills in quantitative and/or qualitative methods, public involvement and dissemination.

Applicants with a clear plan for a PhD proposal within the remit of the call are encouraged to approach a suitable supervisor within the School of Medicine ahead of applying.

	Expected start date
	No later than 1st October 2026  

	Mode of attendance
	Full-time only

	Funding support available
– Fees, stipend, duration
	· Fully funded 
100% Home tuition fees for three years full time, at £5006pa in 2025/26, exact rate for 2025/26 subject to confirmation from UKRI and Three years stipend support at £20,780pa in 2025/26, exact rate for 2025/26 subject to confirmation from UKRI  

Students are also provided with access to approximately £6,000 research cost funds for research related expenses including - but not limited to - conference attendance, external training courses and project costs.



	Source of funding
	NIHR School for Primary Care Research (years 1 & 2) and Haywood Foundation Trust (year 3)

	Eligibility criteria
	UK nationals are eligible for full funding (tuition fees and stipend). Students with overseas status are welcome to apply but will need to fund the remainder of their fees from alternative sources.  The Studentship is offered on a full-time basis only. Distance learning within the UK may be considered for an appropriate project and candidate.

	Terms and conditions of studentship
	As per the University Code of Practice


	Number of studentships available
	1

	Application details
	Please go to http://www.keele.ac.uk/pgresearch/studentships/ 
and click on the "Apply online here" button in this studentship. Include a personal statement, CV, outline of research proposal, transcript of marks and names of referees. Please quote FMHS_MHPC26 on your application.

	Closing date for applications
	Midnight on 22nd May 2026


	Contact for further information 

	Informal enquires about this studentship should be made to Professor Melanie Holden: m.holden@keele.ac.uk.  






Candidate profile

	
	Essential
	Desirable

	
Qualifications, Experience and Skills
	-Strong interest in research focusing on musculoskeletal health, demonstrated by previous research, background, or a PhD proposal in this area
- Masters in a relevant health-related discipline, psychology, or medical education, or evidence or relevant extended research experience 
- A first or upper second-class honours degree from a UK university, or overseas qualification of equivalent standard, in a relevant health-related discipline or psychology 
- Practical experience of data collection and analyses, either through a systematic review, qualitative or quantitative methods 
- Excellent writing skills at a level required for publication in peer reviewed academic journals
	- Knowledge of primary care

- Evidence of lead authored original research publications


	
Attitude and
Personality
	- Excellent communication, interpersonal and organizational skills  

- Methodical and organised approach to work

- Commitment to learning and applying new knowledge and skills

- Willingness to undertake further training

- Committed to the application of the principles of research governance & ethics research practice


	



Keele University values diversity, and is committed to ensuring equality of opportunity. In support of these commitments, Keele University particularly welcomes applications from women and from individuals of black and ethnic minority backgrounds for this post. More information is available on these web pages: 
https://www.keele.ac.uk/equalitydiversity/ 
https://www.keele.ac.uk/athenaswan/  https://www.keele.ac. uk/raceequalitycharter/disabilityconfident/
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